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Spring is a busy time of year, and as we move
into the summer ahead, there are no signs of
anything slowing down. There is a lot of change
on the horizon as we continue to push forward
on making the Greenville Zoo the best it can be.
Throughout the summer, there will be changes
occurring in the zoo’s physical facilities, as well
as in the animal collection, and on projects that
will set the stage for many years to come.
Plans are in the works to begin replacing some
of the primate caging that has seen better days.
This work will start in the Angolan colobus
monkey exhibit as we strip the existing wire
to prepare for new stainless steel netting, and
add a holding space to help keepers better
manage a breeding population. A bit further
down the row, in the South American area, the
zoo staff has been working with the Leadership
Greenville class to expand the aviary to allow
for more birds and more bird species. The
taller, larger space will become the pinnacle of
the South American area. Without getting too
ambitious, the staff is also looking at adding shade structures in the giraffe exhibit to provide them
with a respite from the midday heat of summer.

DIRECTOR’S
NOTE

Speaking of giraffes, starting this month, the Greenville Zoo will begin monitoring Autumn, the
female giraffe, much closer. Autumn is due sometime this summer, and the staff is taking this second
pregnancy as seriously as the first to ensure that all is prepared when the time comes. Among the
new faces that guests can expect to see this summer is a new female siamang gibbon. After years of
exhibiting a pair of brothers, the zoo received a recommendation from the Siamang Species Survival
Program to send one of the males out and bring in a female as part of a breeding recommendation.
Another upcoming recommendation includes a change in the colobus monkey exhibit. The three
males will be transferred to another zoo and the Greenville Zoo will be receiving a new male that is
recommended to breed with our current adult female, and eventually with her daughter, who was
born here in Greenville in 2012. Being born in Greenville doesn’t always mean you’ll get to stay, though.
Adanna is staying because her dad and brothers will be leaving. Kiko, on the other hand, will be leaving
- most likely toward the end of the summer - because he is growing up and will soon be seen as just
another male giraffe by his parents.

There is a lot of change on the horizon as we continue to push
forward on making the Greenville Zoo the best it can be.
Change is inevitable, especially when you work in a zoo. As the Greenville Zoo continues to work
with more Species Survival Programs, guests can expect to see more animals, more babies and
unfortunately, more farewell parties. The Greenville Zoo’s success stories are passed along to other
zoos in the form of new animals and a healthy captive population of animals. Being busy is good,
especially when the fruits of our labor can be shared with a community that recognizes the importance
of the hard work that goes into being successful with the animals, so that we are successful with our
education and conservation missions.
— Jeff Bullock

SIPPIN’ SAFARI RETURNS FOR 2014
September 5, 6:00 - 9:00 pm
After last year’s hiatus, Friends of the Greenville Zoo is excited to bring back Sippin’
Safari, and this year promises to be bigger and better than ever! The sampling event
features dozens of wine vendors and food sponsors, as well as live music, tours of
the zoo and a silent auction that’s not to be missed. Sippin’ Safari will help raise
awareness and funds for the Lion’s Den, a new two-story building that will provide
additional space for future lions and lion cubs. Tickets go on sale August 1 and will
be available for purchase on the Friends of the Greenville Zoo web site.
Friends of the Greenville Zoo is a non-profit organization focused on supporting the Greenville
Zoo and its dedication to animal care, education, conservation and the overall enjoyment of
the community. For more information, contact Amanda Osborne at 864.627.4200 or aosborne@
friendsgreenvillezoo.org.
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ZOO NEWS
WE’RE EXPECTING!
After a gestation period of 14-16 months,
the pitter patter of
tiny hooves will once
again be heard in the
giraffe barn! We expect
Autumn to deliver her
second calf sometime in July. We’re sure zoo members
are just as excited as zoo staff are to see if Kiko is going
have a little sister or brother! In the meantime, be sure to
visit often or follow Autumn’s progress on the webcam!
We expect to have the webcam up throughout the time
period leading up to and following her second birth.

OVER THE HILL!
Selma, our resident
Spider monkey, will be
celebrating an important milestone on June
15 when she turns an
incredible 40 years old!
Selma is definitely a
favorite among all staff members at the zoo, as she welcomes them all when they are near her exhibit, coming
over to see them and greeting them with little squeaks.
Her 40th birthday is made all the more remarkable as
Selma has battled and won against cancer in the past.
Not only is she is a fantastic ambassador for her species, but she is also a testament to the hard work and
caring of her keepers. Come hang out with Selma and
her keepers as we celebrate her remarkable charm a
day early on Saturday, June 14!

EDUCATION

The Greenville Zoo is home to approximately 250 animals, and it is through education that
their stories are shared. Education and conservation are the heart of the Greenville Zoo.
It is the focal point of our mission and something that we pride ourselves on. For over 20
years, educational programs have been offered to students of all ages throughout the
Upstate and now, with the help of an all-star staff, our outreach is outstanding. We are
currently searching for a new Education Curator. Our previous Education Curator, Leanne
White, took the education department here at the Greenville Zoo to a whole new level.
Her work over the past 12 years was phenomenal and opened the eyes of thousands
of children, adults, and college students. We wish her the best as she continues her
education career at the Jacksonville Zoo. For the past few months, with just three teachers,
roughly 5,000 students participated in education programs. Our instructors have been
working overtime to meet the needs of all of the local schools, zoo guests, zoo member
families, and classes across the country with our distance learning programs.
With the school year programs winding down, we are gearing up for SUMMER CAMPS!

NESTING
A pair of White Faced
Whistling ducks is
currently sitting on
a clutch of five eggs.
Zoo staff moved the
ducks and their nest
of eggs to the turtle
pond, in front of the elephant exhibit, in order to keep
a closer eye on them. The eggs are expected to hatch at
the end of May and the ducklings will grow up quickly
before moving back to the lagoon with their parents.

NEW ADDITION
A new bird species
will be joining the zoo
family at the end of
the summer, once the
new South American
Aviary is completed.
Troupials, which can
be found in Colombia, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean
Islands, are the national bird of Venezuela. Brightly
colored and active birds, the pair of Troupials will make
for an attractive addition to the South American area.

This year, the education department will host 38 camps
over an eight-week time period. Campers get to go
behind-the-scenes, meet the keepers, play games, make
crafts, and more importantly, create lifelong memories.
There are many other ways that the Greenville Zoo education department is reaching
both kids and adults. If you are brave enough to withstand the roars and snores of the
zoo, join us for an overnight! Overnights at the zoo include nighttime tours, behind-thescenes looks, animal encounters, and much more. Overnights are perfect for scout groups,
church groups, and classes.
Did you know that earning a badge in a scout group is easy at the zoo? Our zoo educators
assist troops in reaching their goals in a variety of badges. The scouting community in
Greenville has always had a great reputation, and we’re anxious to see our partnerships grow!
Education doesn’t always happen in a class, so look for our docents stationed at an exhibit
or presenting one of our education ambassadors during your visit. Public programs are
free for zoo guests and offered throughout the school year. Tell Me About It Tuesdays
highlight different animals each month. Learning Safari Thursday is held the first and
third Thursday of the month. Look for Wild for Reading Wednesdays to start up this fall in
an effort to help promote literacy.
The Greenville Zoo’s education department has accomplished amazing goals and we look
forward to building on those successes. The Greenville Zoo is a great place to learn about
our planet right here in Greenville, and now is the perfect time to join us to learn about the
world around you!

After an extensive search, working
directly with the Elephant Species
Survival Program (SSP) to identify
available Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (AZA) accredited facilities
and working independently with a
recognized elephant sanctuary, we
have finalized plans for Joy (known to
her keepers as Joni) to move to her new
home at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in
Colorado Springs, Colo. An exact date for
the move has not yet been determined.
In 2012, the AZA posted new standards
for keeping elephants, and during
the master planning process, it was
determined that we would not have
enough space to house an Elephant
Exhibit. As a result, Greenville Zoo
staff formed an Animal Management
Committee to begin a search for a new
home for its two elephants, Ladybird
and Joni. Before the committee was able
to finalize plans for the two elephants,
Ladybird passed away in March.
Elephants are very social animals and
with Ladybird’s passing, the search for a
new home for Joni became even more
critical. While there are many wonderful
facilities in the U.S., the committee
wanted to ensure that wherever Joni
went, her needs would be met, both in
the short and long term.

Joy arrives at the Zoo.
She is a7 year old female
weighing in at 900 lbs.
Joy makes her “debut”
on April 11.

1977
Joy was born in the wild and came
from the Lion Country Safari in
Dallas, TX
She was bought with donations from
the local Burger King Franchisee and
drink sales at the zoo. Donations
also came from WFBC radio and TV
stations.

The committee sent a comprehensive
questionnaire to five facilities across
the country. The questionnaire was
designed to garner information about
their elephant programs, staff, facilities
and medical care capabilities. Zoo staff
then conducted telephone interviews
with three of the facilities. Subsequently,
one facility withdrew from consideration
and the other two requested site visits to
meet Joni and determine whether they
could manage her needs.
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo staff visited our
zoo and spent time with Joni and her
zookeepers. In an effort to aid her in the
transition, they have adopted the name
Joni, which is her original name and
the name used by the zookeepers and
trainers who care for her.

After the zoo goes
under renovations Joy
is introduced to her
new home.

1987

1989
In 1988 Friends of the Zoo announces “Jump
for Joy” campaign to raise $100,000 to
renovate Joy’s exhibit
Campaign is spearheaded by Pepsi Cola of
Greenville with the assistance of Bi-Lo, WYFF,
WFBC radio and the Greenville News

It was a difficult decision, and Joni will be missed dearly by the Greenville Zoo staff and
community. However, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo’s brand-new Encounter Africa exhibit
was built specifically to meet the needs of aging elephants and currently houses four
mature female elephants. The zoo provides regular exercise, a yoga program to keep
the elephants’ joints moving and a three-acre “vacation yard” that includes a wooded
area for times when the elephants might look for alternative enrichment. The exhibit
also includes a waterfall feature where the elephants can bathe in a cascade of water,
or submerge themselves in the pool. The facility and community are ready to welcome
and embrace her as one of their own.
Future plans for the Greenville Zoo’s elephant enclosure and barn space
include a large three-story tropical building to house multiple different
species. Zoo and City staff are currently working alongside the Friends of the
Zoo to determine what might be the best temporary use of the space until
that time. While the committee recognizes that nothing could take the place
of our beloved elephants, we are looking at a variety of unique uses for this
space that will engage guests for the next few years and honor the memories
that the zoo shares with the community.
Please join us in a farewell celebration for Joni daily June 5 – 8 from
10 am – 2 pm near the Elephant Exhibit.

The elephant exhibit
re-opens after
reconstruction and Joy,
the elephant makes a
well publicized return
to Greenville.

1999

Joy recieves a new
companion Ladybird.
Ladybird was a 9,000 lb.
elephant from West Palm
Beach.

2006

2014
Due to age-related medical issues,
Ladybird had to be put to sleep in March
of 2014. This left the zoo caring for Joy
who dearly misses her companion. Once
Ladybird passed away, finding a new
home for Joy became the top priority of
Zoo staff.

Joy enjoying a bath

CONSERVATION UPDATE
GREENVILLE ZOO
CONSERVATION FUND
This year, we received the largest number
of grant applications for the Greenville Zoo
Conservation Fund since the program began in
2011. After an arduous selection process, seven
2014 grant recipients were selected including:
• Conservation on Urban-Rural Gradients (submitted by Dr. Quinn from Furman
University);
• Complex Causes of Amphibian Declines (submitted by Jeff Mette from the North
Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences);
• Pituophis in Georgia’s Upper Piedmont (submitted by Dr. Zach Felix from
Reinhardt University)
• Bacterial Water Monitoring (submitted by Save our Saluda)
The Greenville Zoo completed its first Conservation Lecture series in May. The
series was titled “Committed to Conservation” and featured researchers from across
the globe, including the Orangutan Foundation International, Amur Leopard and
Tiger Alliance, and Partners for Amphibian and Reptile Conservation. Zoo staff
joined in the fun and at least one of our education ambassadors was present to
greet the guests before each of the lectures. More than 500 people, many of whom
were college students, attended the five-lecture series, which was held at the
Trone student center in the Watkins Room at Furman University. Due to its success,
we are already discussing offering another lecture series for next school year.

QUARTERS FOR CONSERVATION
We have almost wrapped up the voting for the current Quarters for Conservation
projects, and to-date, the Madagascar Fauna Group has the highest percentage of
guest votes with just over 33%. Regardless of the number of votes they receive, all of
the projects will receive funding from the zoo, but the level of funding is determined
by you! We will unveil the four new global conservation projects on July 1.
PARTNERS IN REPTILE AND
AMPHIBIAN CONSERVATION
VOTES: 17,112
PERCENTAGE: 15.48%

GIANT ARMADILLO PROJECT
VOTES: 23,628
PERCENTAGE: 21.37%

SILVERY GIBBON PROJECT
VOTES: 32,800
PERCENTAGE: 29.67%

MADAGASCAR FAUNA GROUP
VOTES: 37,008
PERCENTAGE: 33.48%

HOP
INTO
ACTION

FROGWATCH
RESEARCHERS OF THE
GREENVILLE ZOO (FROGZ)
The Greenville Zoo is responsible for training
the next generation of citizen scientists.
With FrogWatch USA, citizens without formal
scientific training are taught to collect data on
local amphibian species and input this data
into a national database. We are pleased to
have our very own Reptile Curator, Barbara
Foster, as the newly appointed regional
coordinator for this national project. With her
help, the FROGZ chapter is nationally known
and has become one of the most active
chapters in the country. FrogWatch trainings
are held every spring and monitoring sessions
are being held at Lake Conestee Nature Park.
Frog watch researchers were able to locate
the first Eastern spotted salamander eggs
of the season at Lake Conestee Nature Park.
The eggs (circled in the photo) were found
in shallow water on the trail that leads to the
West Bay Overlook deck. At approximately
seven inches long, these salamanders are
quite large, but because they are nocturnal,
you would have to be out at night to “spot”
the spotted salamander. What a great way
to document the presence of our state
amphibian!

WHAT’S COMING . . .
We will be adding a new segment to our website called KIDS
KORNER. This area will highlight activities for kids, coloring
pages, crafts and a Scavenger hunt that will be done at the zoo.
At the zoo you are never too young to tap into your inner
naturalist! Our Family Programs cater towards younger children and their
families. All Zoo Tots and Saturday Safari programs incorporate NaturePlay, an innovative approach
to early child development using natural surroundings to foster empathy for the environment. The
best part of all is to see young ones laughing and making memories. The memories don’t stop with
early childhood. We are proud to introduce a new Saturday program starting this fall for 9-13 year
olds – Backyard Biology. This program will highlight local conservation issues and how your budding
scientist can get involved. Programs will touch on topics such as bat conservation, water and soil
conservation, sustainable agriculture, birding, and more. We are also starting our own Nature Club for
Families. We are working hard to do our part to end the Nature Deficit Disorder and together we can
make a difference. Register to become a part of our Nature Family and enjoy discounted prices on our
nature treks (also new for the summer), access to our Go Greenville articles, and a special badge for
kids to earn at the end of the year.

ONE WAY TO PRIORITIZE NATURE
Bring it outside. Let your kids do their homework outside, either in
your backyard or at a park on your way home from school. Nature
can do wonders for children’s ability to concentrate. Let younger
siblings bring out some of their favorite toys. Grab a blanket and
read a book in the grass. Eat dinner on the deck. Many things that
you would normally do inside could just as well be done outside - what else can you think of?

— More Nature for Kids: How to Make it Happen by Linda McGurk

WILD PARENTS

an animal
Show your support of the Greenville Zoo and become a Zoo parent to one of the more than
30 animals participating in the Adopt-an-Animal program.
Join us as we fulfill our commitment to ensure healthy, self-sustaining populations with
conservation and research programs!
Adopt an animal is a great gift idea for mom, dad, groups and friends.
We have many animals to choose from and adoptions start at just $25!
Adopt an Animal today for $50
and receive:
• Personalized adoption certificate
• Animal fact sheet
• Adoption decal
• Plush toy of your adopted animal OR
2 guest passes to visit your animal

To become a wild parent call 864.467.4300 or visit greenvillezoo.com
No ownership rights are transferred.

Due to AZA and SSP requirements, animals may leave the zoo prior to the expiration of the adoption period. If this
occurs, another animal may be selected to finish the term.

Keepers		
Kelsey Bing & Brandon Sander – Amur Leopard
Elizabeth Brulc – Bornean Orangutans
Alex Kiniry – African Lions
Grayson Kinkiry – Masai Giraffe
Nathan Moseley – Amur Leopard
The Moss Family – Alligators
Chelsea Palotta – Red Pandas
Hannah Nicole Sahms – White-nosed Coati
Molly Smith – Masai Giraffe
Hudson Snipes – African Elephants
Dana Szymkowicz – Amur Leopard
Ben, Lily Harrison VanPelt – Red Pandas
Abigail Wilcox – Masai Giraffe
Jacob Wilcox – Simang Gibbons
Supporters
Emily Brown – Siamng Gibbons
Janie Brown – Masai Giraffe
Shelby Brown – African Elephants
Jodie Dyar – African Elephants
Ben, Brooks, Herman – Alligators
Marigan Mangum – African Lions
Suzanne Matthews – Masai Giraffe
Iona, Skye, Ewan Sweeney – Ocelots
Carlie Thornton – Colobus Monkey
Shelby
		 Walling – Aldabra Tortoises

Loyalists
Parker Brookman – Masai Giraffe
Clemson Anthropology Club – Spider Monkeys
Clemson Anthropology Club – Siamang Monkeys
Everes Greene – Amur Leopard
Reagan Lillibridge – Amur Leopard
Jaxon Moore – Red Panda
Emma
		 Yates – Red Pandas
Guardians		
Colin Bower – Rhinocerous Iguana
Nancy & William Stahl – Amur Leopard
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JOY’S FAREWELL

WORLD LIONS DAY

August 10, 9 am – 1 pm; Cost is admission to the Zoo
Join us on this special day as we celebrate the lion, create much needed
conservation awareness and raise funds for the Lion’s Den. The education
staff and zoo keepers will be on hand for designated talks and treats for
the lions!

SUMMER

June 5 – 8, 10 am – 2 pm; Cost is admission to the zoo
This is the perfect opportunity for our guests to come out and wish Joy
bon voyage. There will be historical information about Joy on display and
items available for sale that feature Joy and her time here at the Greenville
Zoo.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Friday, June 20, 11 am – 1 pm; Cost is admission to the zoo
We’re kicking off the first day of summer with an ice cream social! We’ll
have ice cream for sale in cones, sundaes and floats, along with Kona Ice
and other frozen treats. We’ll also have entertainment for the kids, face
painting and more!

ZOO-A-PALOOZA

August 16
Save the date, because you don’t want to miss this annual concert,
presented by B93.7! Over the years, this popular event has featured some
of music’s hottest rising stars, including David Archuleta, Mat Kearney,
Chris Wallace, Austin Mahone, and Cody Simpson. Stay tuned to find out
who will headline this year’s event! A portion of the proceeds will benefit
various programs at the zoo.

SUMMER

NATIONAL ZOOKEEPER WEEK

July 7-11; Cost is admission to the zoo
As the need to protect and preserve our wildlife and vanishing habitats
has increased, the role as educators and wildlife ambassadors has become
essential for zoo keepers. During the third week of July each year, join us as
we celebrate National Zoo Keeper Week by thanking and recognizing all
our zoo keepers do for each of the animals at the Greenville Zoo!

HOT DOG DAY

July 12, 9 am – 4 pm; Cost: Adults $8.75;
Discount for ages 3-15 of $2.25; Members are free
Enjoy hot dogs, Pepsi products, chips and ice cream for 50 cents each at
the zoo’s annual Hot Dog Day.

INTERNATIONAL VULTURE AWARENESS DAY

September 4, 9 am – 1 pm; Cost is admission to the zoo
Enjoy a morning at the zoo learning all about nature’s “clean-up crew!”
Meet our vultures, talk with zoo keepers and watch in amazement as the
vultures enjoy feedings several times throughout the celebration. Vultures
are ecologically vital birds that face a range of threats in many areas. Join
us as we discuss the benefits of these peculiar birds.

SIPPIN’ SAFARI

Sippin’ Safari; September 5, 6 – 9 pm
The annual sampling event presented by Friends of the Greenville Zoo
transforms the zoo into a pathway of wine and food tasting stations, live
music, tours and a silent auction not to be missed. The purpose of Sippin’
Safari is to raise awareness and funds for various programs around the zoo
and Friends of the Greenville Zoo.

greenvillezoo.com

