IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!
Elsas, and all things cuddly.
Calling all ghosts and goblins, Captain Americas, Annas and
-friendly Halloween event
It’s time for Boo in the Zoo, the Greenville Zoo’s annual family
r-treating, fun-filled booths
for children ages 12 and under. Boo in the Zoo features trick-o
by an adult, and everyone is
and an un-haunted house. Children must be accompanied
bags, so guests do not need
invited to come in costume. The zoo provides trick-or-treat
ticket booth.
to bring their own bags. Tickets are on sale now at the zoo

Event times:

Prices:

Friday, October 17 & 24 – 5:30 pm to 8 pm
Saturday, October 18 & 25 – 4 pm to 8 pm
Sunday, October 19 & 26 – 4 pm to 8 pm

Member adults - Free
Member children - $5
Non-member adults - $4
Non-member children - $6

Boo in the Zoo is the Greenville Zoo’s largest fundraiser of the year. Funds raised
will go towards exhibit improvements, specialized enrichment for the animals and
improvements to the animal medical clinic
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ZOO STAFF
Hello and welcome to the latest edition
of
WILD THINGS – the newsletter exclusiv
ely
for our members and loyal supporters
.
Jeff Bullock, Zoo Administrator
On September 12, the Greenville Zoo earned its accreditation
from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), which
signifies excellence in and a commitment to things such as
animal care, conservation and education. The Greenville Zoo has been accredited since 1986, but
because accreditation is only good for a period of five years, each time its accreditation expires,
an institution must go through the entire process of an application, onsite inspection and formal
hearing. While this exhaustive process can take as much as a year to complete, the Greenville Zoo
strives to maintain such a high standard - not just every five years, but every day – because the
people who live in the Greenville community and the Upstate put their trust in us to manage and
care for one of Greenville’s true gems.
As an accredited institution, the zoo can work closely with other accredited facilities on
conservation efforts, captive breeding programs and valuable research. Being accredited also
enables us to acquire many of your favorite animals in the zoo through the species survival
programs (SSP), as well as hire quality staff members who seek out positions at accredited
institutions.
Besides having a quality zoo that provides an enriching experience, what does this mean for you?
As an AZA accredited institution, the Greenville Zoo can offer its members free or discounted
admission to nearly 150 other accredited facilities across the nation, provide a myriad of
educational opportunities and provide opportunities to get involved with conservation efforts in
the community.
Accreditation is something that the Greenville Zoo is proud of and something we want the
community to take pride in as well. Fewer than 10% of the approximately 2,800 animal exhibitors
licensed by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) are AZA accredited. The zoo staff has
worked hard to achieve this status and will continue to push forward to be even better in the
future.
I want to publicly thank the Greenville Zoo staff
members for all of their hard work and to thank
the community for its support, which will help us
continue making improvements and creating an
environment of learning and fun.
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What’s Up Doc?
Did you know that many of our
animals get annual physical
exams? Did you know that the
red pandas and leopards receive
vaccines just like your dog or cat?
Did you know that a lion can get heartworms and our zoo keepers
give heartworm prevention medication to both of our lions every month? They like
to take their medication in chicken washed down with some goats milk!
One hot day in August was an exciting
day for Arthur, a 22-year old Siamang
gibbon, at the Greenville Zoo. Arthur was
recommended to be moved to the Lee
Richardson Zoo in Garden City, Kansas to
meet a lovely young female Siamang, but
he had a fractured right upper canine that
needed a Root Canal Therapy for treatment
before he could leave. Upstate Veterinary
Specialists’ Boarded Veterinary Dentist,
Dr. Duncan, performed the procedure.
Thanks to her quick work, the infection of
the fractured tooth was completely removed and
treated. Root canal therapy allowed him to keep
his tooth for function, instead of the alternative
of having to completely remove the fractured
tooth. Arthur was as good as new by that same
afternoon, and he was able to be moved to the
Lee Richardson Zoo where he was introduced to his
new female friend and they are hoping for Siamang
babies this upcoming year.

Educating the
Zoo Community
Two members of the Greenville Zoo staff
presented their work at the American Association
of Zoo Keepers (AAZK) conference in September.
Reptile curator Barbara Foster taught a class of
zoo professionals how to create a Frog Watch
Chapter in their area and how to get children in
the community involved. According to Barbara,
children pick up the frog calls a lot faster than
the adults do, which she attributes to children
often having a higher capacity for learning a new
language than adults do. Jennifer Fair, a zookeeper
in the South America section, also presented a
poster on her work with ocelot behavior at the
Greenville Zoo. Jennifer used camera traps to
identify interactions and research reproduction
and hunting behaviors in the evenings when
zookeepers are not available to monitor the
animals in their areas.

Zoe’s Medical Update
Zoe, the Greenville Zoo’s 14-year-old female Schmidt’s
red tailed guenon, underwent surgery last year to
remove a very large ovarian tumor. Thanks to Dr.
Dermot Jevens from Upstate Veterinary Specialists, she
came through surgery with flying colors and was back
with Stewie, her exhibit-mate, two weeks after surgery.
We are happy to report that Zoe just had her second
checkup since the tumor was removed and is cancer free
and doing well.

“Sclater’s
guenon
(Cercopithecus
sclateri) by
LaetitiaC

JOIN THE CLUB
!
Greenville Zoo Nature Play
Over the past six months, there has been a flurry of
excitement brewing from the Education Department.
Our instructors have been hard at work preparing
to introduce a whole new look on environmental
education with the Nature Play program. Immersing
students in nature at a young age has been studied
as a tool to strengthen understanding, build
confidence, and form a positive relationship with
nature.
Nature Play incorporates the curiosity of young
minds, nature, and developmental pedagogy. By
adapting our programs to be nature-based, students
will become more engaged in nature and develop
empathy towards it; with the ultimate goal of our
next generation protecting nature in the future.
Along with adapting current programs like Zoo Tots,
Homeschool, Saturday Safari, and Backyard Biology
to encourage nature play, the zoo is also offering a
free nature family club.

The concept of a nature
family club was brought about
several years ago by the Children & Nature Network,
a worldwide community of nature enthusiasts that
advocates natural learning. With the help of the
Children & Nature Network, the Association of Zoos
and Aquariums, and the Walt Disney Corporation, the
Greenville Zoo was awarded a grant to implement
its own nature family club. Through Greenville Zoo
Nature Play, families who want to get back to nature
but don’t know where to start, can join quarterly
hikes that usher in a new season. Hikes are led by zoo
staff and nature enthusiasts, but the true leaders are
the parents and caregivers.

“Teaching a child not to step on a
caterpillar is as valuable to the child
as it is to the caterpillar.”
			
– Bradley Miller
Greenville Zoo Nature Play’s first hike was held on
September 20 to celebrate fall, and Master Naturalist
Polly Powell led 32 members on a hike through
scenic wooded trails in Cleveland Park. Greenville
Zoo Nature Play will offer three more hikes this year.
There is no fee to participate in the hikes, but you do
need to register. Learn more about Greenville Zoo
Nature Play and sign up on the Kid’s Korner page of

the zoo website.
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WHAT’S NEW
IN EDUCATION?
The Greenville Zoo Education Department is dedicated to conserving nature,
conveying awareness, and creating adventure by serving the community.
A significant development for the Education Department has been the
addition of an online reservation system for our family programs. The online
reservation feature allows parents to sign up for multiple programs, and
streamlines the information process. Look for it under Family Programs on
the Education page at www.greenvillezoo.com.
Don’t miss out on our newest programs - Wild for Reading Wednesdays
and Backyard Biology. Wild for Reading Wednesdays are held at 2:30
p.m. from September through May. Bring your family to the zoo and
follow along while a story is read. And of course, no program would
be complete without an animal encounter! Backyard Biology is for
ages 9-13 and is held on select Saturdays throughout the school year.
Classes are designed to help children learn about the wonderful world
of nature. These programs will empower them to take action in their own
community by teaching them that the little things matter.

Wild Wednesdays wi
th
cupcake craft

We encourage you to take
advantage of our classes, or
just spend the day on your own
at the zoo watching the “free”
programs and talking with our
knowledgeable staff. Visit the
Education page on our website
for more information on all of our
programs and activities.

KID’S CORNER
The Kid’s Korner page on our website features exciting activities for kids and
a link to our new club designed specifically for families looking for ways to
enjoy nature and learning together. We also recently introduced a new family
activity called Secret Safari. View the first clue online, then visit the zoo to find
the second and third clues and win a small prize if you make it to the end!
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From the Field . . .
The Greenville Zoo has several conservation partners across the globe that have made
some spectacular advancements in the past couple of years. The Giant Armadillo Project
was featured on the Conservation kiosk at the zoo last year as part of the Quarters for
Conservation Program, and thanks to zoo visitors, we were able to donate over $5,800 to
the project. Giant armadillos are extremely important because of their role as ecosystem
engineers. Once thought to be extinct, the giant armadillo is alive and doing well in the
Brazilian Pantanal. But this amazing animal is classified as Threatened, and in other regions
of South America, they are struggling due to habitat loss from agriculture, hunting and
the ever encroaching network of roads and highways. Dr. Arnaud Desbiez founded the
Giant Armadillo project, which places collars on giant armadillos and uses camera traps to
monitor their home ranges in the Pantanal.
Giant armadillos are nocturnal, and although rarely seen, play a key role in the ecological
community. Giant armadillos regularly dig deep burrows for themselves, but they rarely
use the same burrow for more than one evening. Once left by the armadillos, the burrows
provide new habitats and influence resources for many other animals. Dr. Desbiez’s project
has photographed over 24 different species using the armadillo burrow or its associated
sand mound as a thermal refuge, shelter against predators, feeding ground or resting spot.
Another fascinating piece of information that the Giant Armadillo project has discovered
is that female giant armadillos invest an extraordinary amount of energy into just one
offspring. The project found that the gestation of a giant armadillo is five months instead
of the previously believed four months. They also found that the young stay with their
mothers for over a year instead of six weeks, which was the previously published timeframe.
“Each birth requires an incredibly high investment from the mother and we suspect they
have a young only once every two years. Population growth rates are therefore very low.
This explains why the population density of giant armadillos is so low, and why this species
can so easily go locally extinct,” said Dr. Desbiez

“In the end we will conserve only what we love; we will love only what we
understand; and we will understand only what we have been taught.”
– Baba Dioum

WELCOME BETH!
Beth Rusch recently joined the Greenville Zoo staff
as the business administrator. Beth previously
served as special events manager in the City
of Greenville’s Public Information & Events
Department for six years, and prior to that, she
worked at the Greenville Health System Life
Center for 10 years. Beth, who was born and
raised in New York state, is a graduate of the
University of South Carolina Upstate and has
called Greenville “home” for over 20 years.
During her time as special events manager, she
completed the Greenville Leadership Institute program
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cyclist
avid
Bon Secours Wellness Arena board. Beth is an
g with a team
workin
to
d
forwar
loves animals, music and events. She looks
s.
succes
to
ted
that is passionate about its mission and dedica

All in a Day’s Work . . .

The second project has been improving our Angolan
Colobus exhibit. These lively monkeys are from Africa, and
are so active that the old wiring for the exhibit needed
to be replaced. New netting has been installed, the old
concrete floor has been removed and replaced with sod.
The monkeys will love being on a natural substrate, and
it will allow for more varied enrichment opportunities for
our zoo keepers.
Lastly, we are still working hard on a design for the former
elephant exhibit space and hope to unveil the plans in
the next newsletter.

ZONE
CONSTRUCTION

You may have noticed that there are several different
projects occurring at the Greenville Zoo to improve the
exhibits for both the animals and our zoo guests. Zoo
staff has been busy creating a new aviary for the birds in
our South America area. This project was spearheaded
by the Leadership Greenville Class 40, which decided to
raise funds to help us build a much larger space for the
fantastic birds that we have here. The previous aviary
was only eight feet tall, but the new aviary stands a
towering 16 feet high! This addition of height will add
a tremendous amount of useable space for the birds,
without having to significantly increase the actual
footprint of the exhibit. The new aviary will be open in
November and will be home to Troupials, Sun Conures, a
Plush Crested Jay, and a Helmeted Curassow.

an animal
Adopt-an-Animal
is a great gift
idea for mom,
dad, groups and
friends. We have
many animals to
choose from and
adoptions start at
just $25!

Meet our new
Wild Parents!
Keeper
Milla Bogicevic – Masai Giraffe
Aleksandar Bogicevic – Ocelots
Lauren R. Devendorf – Masai Giraffe
Supporter
Karen Humphries – Red Pandas
Justin Grosser – Masai Giraffe
Susan Ayres – Red Pandas
John Martin – Ocelots
Girl Scout Troop 1293 – African Lions
Nora Katherine Sneed – Red Pandas
Steven McHone – Red Pandas

Loyalist
Jack Burnish – African Lions
Cinthia Macie – Masai Giraffe
David Histon – Bornean Orangutan
Ambassador
Susan Wagener – Masai Giraffe
Hillcrest Animal Hospital – Bornean
Orangutans
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Sippin’ Safari
Thanks to all who attended the 8th Annual Sippin’ Safari! The event was made
possible through the generous support of Liquid Catering, as well as South State
Bank, My 102.5, and Greenville Office Supply. We would also like to extend a special
thanks to the following food and wine sponsors: Augusta Grill, Babaziki, Couture
Cakes of Greenville, Larkin’s on the River, NY Butcher Shoppe, Pepsi, Pernod Ricard,
Port City Java, Prestige, W.J. Deutsch, RJ Rockers, Roost, The Blockhouse Restaurant &
Oyster Bar, and Whole Foods Market.
This year, more than 900 guests enjoyed tastes from over 40 wine brands, not to
mention an amazing ambience, courtesy of the furry friends at the Greenville Zoo. The
event also included music by Adam Knight, and a fabulous silent auction featuring
Caribbean vacations, concert and special event experiences, and
more. It’s not too early to save the date for next year, so we hope to
see you September 11, 2015 for the 9th Annual Sippin’ Safari!
From The Friends of the Greenville Zoo
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